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to the Spanish ambassador, Philip II, and the Pope, she was a
good Catholic. She told them that she had been refused a priest;
which was likely enough. She assured them that she would die
sooner than change her faith. Towards the end of September,
hearing of a rumour current in her neighbourhood that she had
turned Protestant, with which her Catholic supporters were dis-
pleased, she publicly professed herself a Catholic, speaking in her
Great Chamber. Knoliys was upset. cWhy!? she said to him,
e would you have me to lose France and Spain and all my friends
in other places by seeming to change my religion, and yet I am
not assured that the Queen my good sister will be my assured
friend?' She wrote to the Queen of Spain telling her that the
-whole of the country in her neighbourhood was given to
Catholicism, and that since coming to England she had made
the acquaintance of these people; what with this, she declared,
and her right to the English throne, if she had ever so little hope
of outside succour she would overthrow religion in England or
die in the attempt.e I have made great wars in Scotland/ she said
to Knoliys in an explosive mood, ' and I pray God I make no
troubles in other realms also'.

Mary can hardly be blamed. A sovereign, like an ambassador,
was entitled to lie abroad, He and scheme shamelessly, for her
own good. Yet the wages of dupHcity is distrust; and she ought
to have borne in mind a favourite tag of contemporary states-
men - Utter a script a wanet, which had a subsidiary translation,
' Your correspondence may fall into other hands'. In those days
corruption penetrated even into the Council Chamber, and
authorities who were clever enough to intercept the corre-
spondence of a prisoner, partly written with onions and con-
veyed to and fro in the stoppers of bottles and the cod-pieces of
the prisoner's hose, were quite capable, with the help of Murray,
of tapping Mary's correspondence and discovering her insin-
cerity. The result showed itself at a full meeting of the Privy
Council on 20 June when those present unanimously advised
Elizabeth against restoring Mary to her throne, even with
Limited powers; for she could not be trusted to observe any
restrictions, and it passed the wit of man to devise guarantees.